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The Year of the Word 

The God Who 
Speaks 

‘We declare to you what was 
from the beginning, what we 

have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have 

looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of 

life’ 1 John 1:1 

The year 2020 sees the tenth 

anniversary of Verbum Domini, 

the Apostolic Exhortation of 

Pope Benedict XVI on the Word 

of the Lord. We also mark the 

1600th anniversary of the death 

of St. Jerome, the great Biblical 

translator and commentator. 

The Bishops of England and Wales have declared that 2020 will 

be a year in which the Catholic community works to celebrate, 

live and share God’s word.  

Bishop Paul has asked that rather than look for new things to 

do, we focus on how we celebrate, live and share God’s word 

in our own lives and as school communities. He particularly 

requests that schools use Lectio Divina as a way of hearing the 

Gospel proclaimed and reflecting on what the Gospel is saying 

and what it is saying to us in the silence of our hearts. 

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales website is updated 

each month with resources and articles for the God who 

Speaks. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-

speaks/ The Bible Society website also has many short videos 

and resources such as Eden, a spoken word film, telling the 

story of scripture in four beats – creation, fall, redemption and 

new creation. Written and performed by Dai Woolridge, the 

story captures the essence of the Gospel narrative and the Bible 

story in under 5 minutes. https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/

explore-the-bible/spoken-truth/eden/ 
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Diary Dates 

These are the courses and events 
that are coming up. If you would 
like further information, please 
contact Hilary Harling 
secretary@lancasterrcdiocese.org.
uk  
January 
29th Primary HTs Margaret 
Carswell Broughton Craggs, 
Cockermouth  

30th Primary HTs Margaret 
Carswell Corpus Christi, Preston 

February 

28th Secondary HT Meeting St. 
Benedict’s, Whitehaven 

March 

3rd Secondary HRSE cluster St. 
Mary’s Blackpool 

4th Secondary HRSE cluster 
OLCHS Preston 

23rd Foundation Governor Training 
Blackpool 

26th Foundation Governor 
Training Lancaster 

April  

27th Foundation Governor Training 
Preston 

28th Foundation Governor 
Training Workington 

May 

14th (from 4pm)-15th May HT 
retreat 

June 

25th Primary RE subject leaders 
Whoop Hall (details to follow)
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Journeying with Matthew 

In 2020 we travel through the liturgical 

year with St. Matthew’s Gospel. Very 

little is known about St. Matthew. 

Tradition says he was a customs officer 

(tax collector) at Capernaum. It is 

believed he wrote his Gospel some 

years after the Resurrection, about 

50AD and that he wrote in Aramaic. St. 

Matthew makes many references to the 

Hebrew Scriptures. In his Gospel, he shows that Jesus, as the 

Messiah fulfils a spiritual kingdom of God. Unlike the great kings 

of the past, David and Solomon, Jesus shows the way to a 

Kingdom built upon the love of God and loving our neighbour 

as ourselves. 

The Gospel of Matthew was written down (in Greek) about 

80AD.  

Formatio - Online training for Foundation Governors 

We are delighted to inform you that this free online training 

resource for all governors of  Catholic schools, designed by the 

Catholic Education Service, is available. The governance training 

is for all those involved in governance in schools and academies 

of all abilities and experience. This includes governors, local 

governors and directors of Catholic Multi Academy Trust 

Companies. You can access the training here: http://formatio-

ces.org/moodle/login/index.php The training consists of five 

modules to support governors in their role as governor of a 

Catholic school:  

1. An introduction to Catholic Education – available now 

2. The environment of a Catholic school – available now 

3. Strategic Leadership – available Spring 2020  

4. Accountability – available Spring 2020  

5. Financial Performance – available Spring 2020 

There is a short instructional video, linked below, to 

demonstrate how to join the course. Video instructions:   

https://360.art iculate.com/review/content/86598588-

f99b-47ee-8a4f-4642e4980312/review 
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The Rededication of 
England as the Dowry of 

Mary 

On 29th March 2020, the Bishops 

of England will rededicate 

England as the Dowry of Mary. 

There is a dedicated website 

www.behold2020.com which has 

additional, ongoing, information. 

The title of England as Mary’s 

dowry goes back to the time of 

Edward the Confessor and means 

that England is ‘set-apart’ for Mary.  

Walsingham is a village in Norfolk 

where a Saxon woman Richeldis 

de Faverches had a vision of Our 

Lady. From that time until the 

time of Henry VIII Walsingham 

remained an important place of 

pilgrimage. In medieval times, the 

Shrine contained a wooden 

statue of the Virgin Mary with the 

child Jesus seated on her lap. A 

replica of this statue from the 

restored Catholic shrine of Our 

Lady of Walsingham is travelling 

round the English Catholic 

cathedrals. As part of this event 

the Dowry Tour will be coming to 

our Cathedral of St. Peter in 

Lancaster between the 6th - 8th 

February.  There is also a 

dedicated website at http://

dowrytour.org.uk/lancaster/ 

which contains a number of 

resources. There is time allocated 

for ’School visits’ on Friday 7th - if 

you are planning to visit with a 

group please contact 

clergy@lancastercathedral.org.uk.  

 

Please note that from the beginning of February, Fran Wygladala will be 

co-ordinating appointments to reserved posts, that is those that must be 

filled by a practising Catholic. If a vacancy arises at your school, please 

contact her at  fran.wygladala@lancasterrcdiocese.org.uk or Heather 

Watts at educationservice@lancasterrcdiocese.org.uk 
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Official Prayer for the God who Speaks 

Living God, 

You walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout the 

world. 

Amen 

V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light 

R. This day and every day 

Our Lady of the Annunciation Pray for us 

St. Matthew Pray for us 

St. Jerome Pray for us 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/
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